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Plenty of black-and-white photographs throughout the
book set the scene and introduce us to the crew, and some
very useful drawings illustrate the submarine and her
operations under the ice, where obviously no photography
was possible. The bathymetric chartlets are conveniently
placed in the text of each chapter so that the reader does not
have to turn many pages looking for positional informa-
tion as the voyage proceeds. The small-scale chartlet of the
entire Arctic Ocean (Preface, p. xix) is difficult to read; I
suspect the original was in colour. The remainder, how-
ever, are on a much larger scale and clearly indicate the
track of Queenfish.
The glossary (p. 221 – 227) will be very useful for the
readers without naval or nautical backgrounds, and it is
particularly useful when ice terms generally understood
only by the ice-navigating fraternity are being bandied
about. The bibliography appears to have tapped a variety of
sources, which have enabled the author to give very valu-
able historical and background information. The index is
very thoroughly put together; it contains sufficient entries to
locate almost any reference a reader might need. The Rus-
sian entries have been transliterated from the Cyrillic origi-
nal into Roman script, using accepted spellings.
As Queenfish emerges from under the ice of the Chukchi
Sea and heads for home on 28 August 1970, the relief is
palpable, not only on board, but for this reader too. It is
hard to realize that all of that excitement took place in a
mere 28 days. But I’m certain it seemed like a whole lot
longer to Captain McLaren and his men—and my resolve
never to embark in a submarine remains unchanged.
Captain Patrick R.M. Toomey
Canadian Coast Guard (Retired)
28 Kings Gate Place
Kingston, Ontario K7M 7K8, Canada
patricktoomeyisbjorn@sympatico.ca
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